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MY DEAR CONFRERES, 

THE SEASON OF LENT: The holy season of Lent begins on 1 March this year. If Lent is 

to have any real meaning and impact on our souls, it has to be more than a single 

repeated act of self-denial, frugality, abstinence, sacrifice, as important as that act may 

be. The Church gives us a full season to accomplish the singular aim of Lent, and of the 

whole of Christian existence: metanoia - change in one's way of life resulting from 

penitence or spiritual conversion. 

Conversion requires self-denial, to be 

sure, but it also requires that 

everything we do and every aspect of 

our being conform to Christ, who calls 

us “to live out in the Church our 

Founder’s project as apostles of the 

young”. This is why Lent is a season – 

forty days, evenings, nights – spent in 

the desert with the Lord – mediating on 

the wonders the Lord has worked in 

our lives and of the young. 

In Lent, we are called to live differently, to “sacrifice” even what is dear to us; the 

original meaning of the word is “to make holy.” And when we make something holy we 

give it to God, removing it from human use.  

Bowing to the demands of secular religion and our social surrounding, Lent has 

been reduced to a private, personal matter that cannot be seen in public. The weakening 

of our collective Lenten observances has coincided with the withering of our Catholic 

identity and as Salesians “the Word of God calls us to continual conversion” which should 

express in “sincere repentance, brotherly correction, mutual forgiveness and the clam 

acceptance of our daily cross.” 

A renewal in Lenten practices can be a powerful catalyst in this age of selfies, 

numerous self-help books and personal glorification. Let this season of Lent transform 

our tenacious character of all knowing, feeling better than others, considering ourselves 

OK and others not OK, our inability to forgive and accommodate others and our self-

gratification by speaking ill of others. 

 

ST. JOSEPH A MODEL FOR ALL THE SALESIANS: A very happy feast of St. Joseph 

to all my dear confreres. We shall be celebrating the feast of St. Joseph, husband of Mary 

on 20 March 2017 and hear a lot about him during this month. The strange and 
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remarkable St. Joseph of the gospel refused to “put away” Mary and subject her to 

shame. It is quite baffling to note that he could live with a woman as his wife and not have 

physical relationship with her. Indeed he continues to befuddle all of us with his sense of 

divine obedience to God. There was no resistance and petulance from his side once he 

was told by the angel, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife”. His life of obedience 

and dedication to the Holy Family continued till his death.   

Whether St. Joseph is the real father of Jesus or 

not is an unimportant question theologically 

because what is man without God? As St. 

Augustine says in the Confessions 

(paraphrasing 1 Cor 3:6):  we plant the seed, but 

God gives the growth. Every life here on earth is 

as a result of God’s intervention. It is God who 

gives life! We are merely cooperating with God 

to establish His Kingdom here on earth. St. 

Joseph did just that. He cooperated with God 

and did what was told to him. 

Though Joseph was not the real father of Jesus, 

yet he cared and fathered Jesus till end of his 

life. We are called to participate in the 

fatherhood of God. We do not create the new 

life, but we “accompany” the young to their 

fulfillment. We are merely stewards and 

caretakers of young people and bring “all their talents and aptitudes to full maturity.” We 

are responsible before God for taking care of those precious lives, for we have vowed, 

“to devote all our (my) strength to those to whom you will send us (me), especially to 

young people who are poorer”. God gave Joseph the responsibility of the child who was 

meant to serve God’s will, and not to anyone else.  

Thus Joseph becomes a “model” father for all of us who have dedicated ourselves to 

form “upright citizens and good Christians”.  He understood, as should we, that his role 

was to foster God’s son as we “collaborate with young, educating them to a sense of 

moral, professional and social responsibility”. Joseph’s job was to care for God’s son 

selflessly until the time when that child was to take on the role God intended.  

Consider the equanimity with which Joseph hears his son say: “Did you not know that I 

must be about my Father’s business?” And this in a culture where a son would be 

expected to take up his father’s trade with familial piety and pride.  This is the end result 

of our accompaniment with the young people which will lead them to a life of dialogue 

and service, thus contributing to the development of both people and environment.  

Now we understand a little more when Mary was forced to bear this same cross later on, 

when she requested to see her own son and heard in reply: “Who are my mother, and 

my brothers, and my sisters?  Those who do the will of my father in heaven.”  

Joseph is often portrayed as the perfect father, never raising his voice to his son in anger, 

never betraying the slightest hint of frustration with his son, hardworking, clean, 

assiduous, frugal and saving for his son’s education, and so forth.  We do not go into 

veracity of it but take the clue. He can be an ideal father to all of us.  
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There is many a thousand way of being a father, but all of them come down to this basic 

notion that we are called to “contribute to the salvation of youth”.  St. Joseph didn’t 

produce a biological clone but raised God’s son. And that’s why we rightly regard him as 

a real father – indeed, the model father for all of us to emulate. 

DBSAT ASSESSORS’ TRAINING: Don Bosco for Excellence (AIDBES) conducted Don 

Bosco School Assessors Training (DBSAT) programme for the Salesians of various 

provinces at Don Bosco Skill Misson, Kothanuru, Bannerghetta Raod, Bangalore, from 

17 to 18 of February 2017. There were 30 Salesians from the Provinces of Chennai, 

Bangalore, Panjim, Guwahati, Trichy and Dimapur. The programme was powered by 

Adhyayan team. Fr. PX Francis, Fr.Benny James, Fr. KC James, Fr. Hans Ignes and Fr. 

Felix Irudayaraj represented our Province. It was a well-organized and skill imparting 

training programme equipping the trainees to be assessors of Salesian and non-Salesian 

schools in the country.  

YOUTH MINISTRY ANIMATION: A two day animation for the Youth Ministry Team of 

Dimapur Province with the theme “Towards a holistic youth ministry” was held at Don 

Bosco Provincial House, Dimapur, animated by the Don Bosco Youth Animation –South 

Asia (DBYA-SA) from 15th-16 February 2017. 

The resource persons comprised of Rev. Fr. Maria Charles SDB, the South Asian 

Delegate for Youth Ministry (DBYA), Fr. Robert Simon SDB, Coordinator Groups and 

Movements, Don Bosco Youth Animation and Fr. Anthony Christy SDB, the Director of 

Deepagam (Catechetical Centre) Chennai. Around twenty members of various 

commissions attended the programme.  

On 15th February, the programme began with a hymn to the Holy Spirit. Rev. Fr. Bosco 

Perianayagam SDB, the Vice-Provincial welcomed the participants and the animators. 

Rev. Fr. Nestor Guria SDB, the Provincial gave the introductory talk where he exalted the 

group to be like a shepherd who take initiative and encouraged the use of the Frame of 

Reference for Salesian Youth Ministry as a manual that could guide our work for the 

holistic formation of the young.  

INFORMATION 

NEW FINANCIAL YEAR 2017-2018: Soon we will be coming to the end of the financial 

year 2016-2017 and begin a new year. As you are aware with demonetisation a lots of 

things with regard to the financial accounting have come into effect. May I remind 

everyone who is responsible for financial administration in each house to pay attention to 

the details of financial regularities placed by the government. The communities are 

reminded to finalise in the house council the Annual Budget and submit a copy to the 

office of the Economer on or before 11 March 2017.  

INTERNATIONAL SURVEY ON SALESIAN PERSONAL ACCOMPANIMENT: A three 

day seminar was organised by the Youth Ministry and Formation Departments in Rome 

in April 2016. This was to deepen the study of Salesian Personal Accompaniment. A total 

number of 35 confreres from 7 regions who were involved in personal accompaniment 

and formation contributed much on the topic of the seminar. 

The Formation and the Youth Ministry Department together are conducting an 

international survey in order to strengthen the personal accompaniment of the 

Salesians in the initial stages of formation; from Pre-Novitiate to the first five year of 
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Priestly Ordination. The specific formation for the Salesian Brothers after their perpetual 

profession is also taken into account. 

In connection with this survey Fr. Vice Provincial will be coming around to various 

formation houses in the province. The SDB guides at the formation houses, the Salesian 

community taking care of brothers in practical training, and SDB priests up to 5 year of 

ordination are requested to help in this process as a personal contribution to the survey 

made on Salesian Personal Accompaniment by the Salesian Congregation. 

DIACONATES: Two of our brothers namely - Cl. Elow Lawrence and Cl. Kashungnao 

Frank at Kristu Jyoti College, Bangalore will be ordained deacons in the month of March. 

Let us remember them in our prayers. 

SERVANT OF GOD FR. FRANCESCO CONVERTINI DECLARED VENERABLE: We 

are happy to learn that the Holy Father Pope Francis authorized the Congregation for the 

causes of saints to promulgate the decrees concerning the heroic virtues of the Servant 

of God Francesco Convertini. He was born on 29 August 1898 and went to his heavenly 

abode on 11 February 1976 in Krishnagar. Let us thank God for the gift of him and pray 

that he may be raised to the altar soon. 

NEW APPOINTMENT: Fr. Thomas Kalluvelil SDB has been appointed the administrator 
of Don Bosco Provincial House Dimapur. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 To Sr. Celine Jacob FMA who is appointed as the 5th Provincial of Sacred Heart 
of Jesus Province for the years 2017-2023. 

 Archbishop Giambattista Diquattro has been appointed as the Holy See’s new 
Apostolic Nuncio to India and Nepal. We congratulate and promise him of our 
prayers as he begins his new ministry as the Nuncio of our country. 

 To Sr. Mary Thadavanal MSMHC who is appointed as the first Provincial of the 
Newly erected Province of MSMHC Guwahati 

 To Sr. Regi Chacko MSMHC who is appointed as the new Provincial for the Little 
Flower Province of Bangalore for the period of 2017-2023. 

 To Sr. Lazar Maria Nirmala who is appointed as the new Provincial of FMA INM 
for the next six year period (2017 -2023).  

 
EVENTS AHEAD 

06 March Scrutiny of the PT brothers and Student brothers to reach 
DBPH 

07 March Each house to submit Annual Plan to the Province Secretary 
10 & 11 March PT brothers’ Recollection and Meeting at DBPH 
11 March The last day to submit Annual Budget to Fr. Economer 
13 & 14 March Meeting of all the members of all the Provincial Commissions 

at DBPH 
17 - 19 March Meeting of Principals and Headmasters at DBPH 
21 & 22 March Adhyayan Teachers’ Training for Manipur Region at Retreat 

House, Imphal 
24 & 25 March Adhyayan Teachers’ Training for Nagaland Region at DBIDL 
27 & 28 March Adhyayan Teachers’ Training for Upper Assam and Arunachal 

Region at Pastoral Centre, Dibrugarh 
28 & 29 March Administrators’ Meeting at DBPH 
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Please note that all those who supposed to take part in the above mentioned 
meetings are compulsory and important.  

 

CONDOLENCES 

† To Fr. Jeyapalan the Provincial and the Confreres of Chennai Province (INM) for 
the loss of Bro. Dennis Cutinha SDB (72) who went to receive his eternal reward 
on 4 January 2017. 

† Sr. Ritha Dora Thomas, Provincial and the sisters of INB Mumbai Province at the 
sudden passing away of Sr. Cristina Galus FMA (38) on 19 January 2017 

† Sr. Elizabeth George, Provincial and the sisters of Guwahati Province at the 
demise of Sr. Elizabeth Condpan FMA on 31 January 2017. 

† Fr. Tious Varghese Tharakunnel of Harmutty, who lost his mother Mrs. Anna 
(88) on 13 February 2017.  

† Fr. Almeida Joseph, Provincial and the confreres of the Vice Province of Sri Lanka 
(LKC) at the loss of Fr. Edward Xavier SDB on 13 Feb 2017.  

 

LIVING IN OUR MEMORY – MARCH 

Date Name Place Year Age Anniversary 
08 Fr. Peter Biachi Imphal 2008 86 9th  
15 Fr. Scaria Nedumala Imphal 2012 73 5th  

CONCLUSION 

During this season of Lent we are called to witness to the faith and Christian life on an 

individual and community level. Through the sins of disunity and division in the body of 

Christ the witness value has suffered much today. The community dimension is an 

essential element in faith and Salesian life. The Constitution Art. 49 reminds us: “to live 

and work together is for us Salesians a fundamental requirements and a sure way of 

fulfilling our vacation”. It is important to remember and to live this during Lent. Each 

Salesian must be aware that the penitential journey cannot be faced alone, but together 

as a family reminding us once again of the strenna, “we are a family”. 

 

Yours affectionately in Don Bosco, 

 

 

 

Fr. Nestor Guria, SDB 
 (Provincial) 
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Programme for the Month of March 2017 
 

Date Day Provincial  Vice Provincial Economer 

1 Wed Chennai (Team Visit) Team Visit Chennai 

2 Thu Chennai (Team Visit) Team Visit 
Chennai 

3 Fri Chennai (Team Visit) Team Visit 
Chennai 

4 Sat Chennai (Team Visit) Team Visit 
Chennai 

5 Sun Chennai Team Visit Goa 

6 Mon Dimapur Vellore Goa 

7 Tue Bordumsa (Visitation)   Goa 

8 Wed Bordumsa (Visitation) Dimapur Mumbai 

9 Thu Dimapur   Mumbai 

10 Fri 
Dimapur (Recollection & Meeting 
of PT Brothers) 

PT Brothers 
Dimapur 

Mumbai 

11 Sat 
Dimapur (Recollection & Meeting 
of PT Brothers)  

PT Brothers 
Dimapur 

Travelling to 
Dimapur 

12 Sun Dimapur   Dimapur 

13 Mon 
Dimapur (Meeting of all the 
members of all the commissions 
at DBPH at 9.00 A.M.) 

Commission 
Meeting Dimapur 

Dimapur 

14 Tue 
Dimapur (Meeting of all the 
members of all the commissions 
at DBPH at 9.00 A.M.) 

Commission 
Meeting Dimapur 

Dimapur 

15 Wed Dimapur     

16 Thu Dimapur Dimapur   

17 Fri 
Dimapur (Meeting of principals 
and headmasters) 

Principals’ 
Meeting Dimapur 

Dimapur  

18 Sat 
Dimapur (Meeting of principals 
and headmasters)  

 Commission 
Meeting Dimapur 

Dimapur 

19 Sun 
Dimapur (Meeting of principals 
and headmasters)  

Commission 
Meeting Dimapur 

  

20 Mon Dimapur     

21 Tue Doimukh (Visitation) Adhyayan-Imphal Doimukh 

22 Wed Doimuh (Visitation) Adhyayan-Imphal   

23 Thu Palin (Visitation)   Palin 

24 Fri Palin (Visitation) 
Adhyayan-
Dimapur 

  

25 Sat Paglam & Mebo (Visitation) 
Adhyayan-
Dimapur 

  

26 Sun Paglam & Mebo (Visitation)     

27 Mon Paglam & Mebo > Dimapur 
Adhyayan-
Dibrugarh 

Dimapur 

28 Tue 
Administrators’ meeting - 
Dimapur 

Adhyayan-
Dibrugarh 

Adm Meeting 

29 Wed Dimapur Dimapur Adm Meeting 

30 Thu Provincial Council Dimapur Council Meeting 

31 Fri Provincial Council   Council meeting 
 


