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Don Bosco: Dreamer of Dreams

Hymn

Reader 1: Some people may say that dreams connect the known world and the unconscious (unknown
side) mind of a person. Dreams give us sights, inspiration, ideas and vision about one’s future. They
also feveal many things about us and our world. There are five different types of dream experiences:
symbolic (showing likeness to something), prophetic (about future events and different way to live),
fantasies (mere imaginations), nightmares (something that makes us tensed and worrisome), and
daytime visions (simple dreams during the day-time).

Don Bosco’s dreams were prophetic and symbolic.Our Father and founder Don Bosco, whom we
called *Dreamer of Dreams’ had dreams which were no ordinary ones. They were the visions, something
to do with his future life. They were revelations from God, telling him and showing him all that God
will accomplish through his life. Since his childhood, John Bosco was seeking the will of God and
living a life pleasing to God and those around him. One particular dream remained deeply impressed
on his mind which was interpreted by his family members in their own ways, but he says: “However,
1 was unable to cast that dream out of my mind.” Many other dreams that he dreamt were about the
future Salesian world. God in His due time put forth so many Zealous Salesians who continue to live
the spirit and the charism of Don Bosco. Let us thank God and praise His goodness in inspiring Don
Bosco to spread His Gospel through the Salesian congregation and its family members.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you

All: And with your spirit
Letus pray: O Heavenly Father, Lord of love and goodness! Your love always envelopes and enfolds
the world. You raised John Bosco to be the father of youth and gave him a heart full of love and
‘gentleness. Generously you provided him with people who are willing to spread your Gospel. We pray
that many more people come forward to live their life according to the same spirit and charism of Saint
John Bosco, 5o that many more youth may be helped to live a meaningful life. We make this prayer
through Christ our Lord Jesus Christ Your Son, who lives and reigns with you and in the unity of the
Holy Spirit one God forever and ever.

All: Amen

Reader 2: Johnny Bosco had a dream when he was nine years old. This dream had a great impact on
hislife. Remarkable it was, for it forecasted most accurately his aposTolate for boys. Years later, at the
«command of the then reigning Pope Pius IX, Don Bosco wrote out this dream. Let us listen to his own
words:
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rest of my lfe. In the dream I seemed to be near a house in a large courtyard, where a crowd of boys
were gathered together. Some were laughing, others playing. and many among them blaspheming. On
hearing these blasphemies, I immediately rushed into their midst, raising my voice and using my fists
to make them keep quiet. At that moment a dignified-looking man, who many among them blaspheming.
On hearing these blasphenies, 1 immediately rushed into their midst, raising my voice and using my fists to
make them keep quiet. At that moment a digified-looking man, who seemed to be in the prime of life and
was nobly dad, appeared on the scene. A white mantle covered the whole of His person; but His face
was so radiant that I was unable to look at it for long. He called me by name, and directed me to place
myselfat the head of these boys, concluding with these words, *You must win the hearts of these friends
of yours, not with blows, but with sweetness and charity. Set to work at once then to instruct them on
the wickedness of sin and on the excellence of virtue. "

In this dream, the Lord had already given him all the necessary indications for the future
apostolate among the youth.

Reader 3: “The myth is the public dream; a dream s the private myth.” — Joseph Campbell

The Aboriginal Australians have believed in Dreamtime for tens of thousands of years, and even have
a'code known as Dreamtime Laws. They believed that the ancestors speak to them through their
dreams in the form of Big Dreams and Little Dreams. Big Dreams should not be ignored, for they are
archetypal mythos from the collective unconscious. They may clarify the purpose of your being and
the meaning of your life. Little Dreams may be hopes, fears, desires, or anxicties from the personal
unconscious that cry out for understanding. No matter what culture one examines, the myths, folklore,
symbols, and rituals arise ultimately from dreams.

Some psychologists say that the interpretation must be set in the reality of the dreamer s life.

‘When Johnny shared his dream at the age of nine, his mother Mama Margaret remarked, “Who knows
but this may mean that someday my Johnnie will be a priest of God.” She was the first person who put
her finger unerringly on the secret longing of this boy. His dream still recurs on him as he was always
conscious of the situations, especially of the boys of his time.

Hymn to Don Bosco

Celebrant: Now let us listen to the Gospel according to St Luke. [Luke 2: 19 - 23]

‘When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get
up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were secking the child’s
life are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Isracl. But
when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go
there. And after being wamed in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his
homein a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled,
“He will be called a Nazorean.”

Reflection:

1. Dreams were considered oracles of the highest importance in ancient cultures. The interpretation of
such nightly visions was considered a form of divination to the Egyptians. While the Greeks and
Egyptians saw dreams as messages from the gods, other cultures had a different spin on the matter. The
Zulu and Aboriginal Australians believe that dreams are a form of contact and guidance from their
ancestors. Traditions as diverse as Tibetan Buddhists and the Kai tribe of New Guinea equate dreams
with reality. In the Old Testament of the Bible we heard of [Genesis 28: 10— 15] how Jacob dreamt of





[image: image3.jpg]aladder set up on the carth, the top reaching to heaven and the angels of God ascending and descending
onit. In the dream God promised him of His blessings, land, and his offspring will be as countless as
the dust of the carth.

2. In Johnny Bosco’s dream, a Majestic Personage and the Lady showed him the kind of mission he
‘would have to do in the future. Although in most of the occasions he was ridiculed and almost sent
‘him to asylum by some comrades. John Bosco knew that these dreams were the directions of God and
his guides. He too mentioned in some places that one should listen to one’s dream and not to ignore
because God always spoke to people’s hearts through their subconscious.

“Often I am preoceupied during the day but when | am sleeping, and then the Holy Spirit has a chance
10 teach my heart through images, symbols and dreams. Keep a journal and value God's messages by
listening, pondering and praying about them.”

3. “The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams” says Eleanor Roosevelt.
John recalled so many of his boyhood incidents how many were poor and homeless. He had experienced
the hard life and hope to alleviate youth from such life. Later, he told Don Calosso “Father, I want to
beapriest so that I can help boys to stay good. Not many priests have time for boys.” He worked hard;
had to live humbly caming his own livelihood while studying and learning so many trats. In all these
he kept on enlivening his dream, praying and striving to save the souls of youngsters.

4. Later, when he became a priest, he was already full of zeal, wisdom and knowledge; blessed by
God he could read the minds and foresee things through dreams. There were many dreams about his
future life and about the boys in the oratory. He could tell who would die and who made a bad
confession. God spoke to him and revealed many things to him through dreams. He even dreamt
about his congregation and the missions. Almost all the missionary dreams he had were the
preoccupation of his hopes and plans for the Salesians in the world.

5. In 1886 Don Bosco dreamt that his mother took him to the top of the small hill just south of their
house. Mother and son talked about the good to be done in this area as they looked down on the plain
stretching around the hill. Don Bosco woke up from his sleep while still in the middle of this
conversation. Afterwards, speaking of this dream, he commented that the hill did seem like a good
place for a Salesian foundation since it was in the center of a number of villages too far from the
churches. The Salesians — entirely unaware of the dream at the time — acquired the entire hilltop
from its various owners in 1930. Soon after, Rector Major Father Peter Ricaldone and Economer
General Father Fidelis Giraudi chose the site for a new Salesian technical school when funds were
donated for that purpose. This became the Bemardi-Semeria Salesian Institute, and it was built| behind
the Biglione farmhouse at the top of the hill. Then Fathers Ricaldone and Giraudi began to dream of
building a great church in honor of the Salesians’ newly canonized founder. Actual planning was not
possible until the late 1950. Ironically, the site chosen was next to the school and stretching northward;
it demanded the removal of the Biglione house, which was tom down in 1958! The great Tempio di
Don Bosco was constructed between 1961 and 1965. The house had stood on the site almost directly
beneath the main altar of todays tempio. The entire hilltop today is commonly known as “Colle Don
Bosco™ (Don Bosco's Hill). &

Don Lemoyne expands Don Bosco’s phrase: “In Don Bosco’s memoirs we find this entry: “The dream
1 had in Morialdo was repeated when | was nineteen and other times as well"™. (BM I, 229).
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Reader 4: Let us raise our hearts and minds to God, thanking Him for all blessings we have received.
Don Bosco our Father and Founder is a gift to us and to the youth all over the world. Let us place before
God all our intentions and desires through the intercession of St. John Bosco.

Let your response be: Through the intercession of Don Bosco, listen to our humble prayer:

Student 1: Lord, we pray for our Church and leaders of the world that they may aspire to emulate the
mind and heart of Christ and strive toward peace and salvation of many people.

Your response...

Student 2: We pray for our teachers and parentsthat they may educate the minds and hearts of the young
to do the will of God so that they may be saved.

Your response...

Student 3: We bring before you Lord, all the youth who have lost opportunity to listen to your word,
those who are suffering from substance-abuse, and also struck with depression and failure; touch their
hearts and mind in order that they may find in you forgiveness and happiness.

Your response...

Student 4: Lord, bless all the members of the Salesian Family. May they strive to fulfil the dream of our
father and founder Don Bosco, in giving all their efforts to the salvation of the young people of the
world.

Your response...

Student 5: Lord, God Almighty, Father of us all, bless all of us gathered here that we may live a life
pleasing to you and listen to your inspiration that come in many events and situations of life.

Your response...
Celebrant: Let us pray for all these intentions through the prayer, “Our Father”.

Let us pray

O St. John Bosco, you who lived your life for the salvation of the youth, intercede for us and bless all the
prayers of our youth. God revealed your life’s mission through dreams. Pray for all our youth that they
may have a dream for themselves and for the society in which they live. Give them the grace to be strong
and determined in their striving towards holiness and charity. Let your life and the dreams you dreamt be
an inspiration for all to live their life pleasing to God. Intercede for all the Salesians and the Salesian
family members who are working for the young people in difficult situations of the world; may their
efforts be blessed with many more vocation to Salesian and religious life so as to spread the love of God
to all young people of the world. We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen

Final Hymn to Don Bosco
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