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CIR/NG/32/2015                                                                                 5 March 2015 

My Dear Confreres, 
 
Greetings from Provincial House Dimapur! 
 
LENT 
 
We are in the Lenten season of the liturgical year 2015. A time of grace that comes but once 
a year. We have seen many a season of Lent in our life up to now. The Church’s concern for 
the souls of the Christians is immense. It makes us reflect about the forty days of desert life 
of Jesus. It provides us forty days of grace. During this time we meditate on the last days of 
Jesus’ life on earth.  
 
Our regulation article 73 gives us certain obligations during the Lenten season. In harmony 
with Salesian tradition and the teaching of the Church, Friday is to be for the members a day 
of community penance.  In Lent the community should establish some common practice of 
mortification, which helps the members to prepare for Easter and opens them to a greater 
sharing with the poor. 
 
The regulation does not impose rigid penances for us. It is left to the individual’s discretion. 
During this season of Lent when we reflect on last experiences of Jesus’ life I feel it to be 
most pertinent to equate these events with the call of the GC27 theme: “Witness to the 
Radical approach of the Gospel.”  
 
There has been no man in history as radical as Jesus of Nazareth. As religious we emulate 
his radicalism in the practice of three vows: Obedience, Poverty and Chastity the way Don 
Bosco followed. The invitation of GC27 to the “Witness to the Radical approach of the 
Gospel” is through being servant of the young to become prophets of fraternal community 
which in turn will lead us to seek God and that will make us mystics in spirit. May we set 
apart some time to read and reflect the GC27 document in the light of the Lenten season of 
grace. 
 
The Lenten season invites us to Pray, Fast and Give Alms. To make this season of Lent a 
little more beneficial, you might consider: 

1. Prayer:  
Go to a local Catholic bookstore and pick up a good Way of the Cross or other 
booklet to help you pray. 

2. Fasting:  
Keep track of what you’ve done to fast, not just the calories and pounds, but the 
rupees too. Perhaps you might contribute the money you’ve saved to some special 
cause. 

3. Almsgiving:  
Start some spring cleaning and give away items that you really don’t need any 
longer. At Thanksgiving and Christmas, local food pantries often get overstocked 
because the season brings out our kindness. The need is great at this time of the 
year too. You might make your own contribution or gather food from neighbours as 
well. 
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Lent is a time when we mediate on the suffering and death of Jesus. The Church does not 
want us to be passive spectators of the Lord suffering alone. She wants us to unite 
ourselves to his suffering and death and work out our redemption and the redemption of 
others. This is the time to see the radicalism of our life. 
 
 
EXPECTATIONS FOR THE YEAR OF CONSECRATED LIFE 
 
In my last circular I had written to you regarding the aims of consecrated life. In this circular I 
would like to mention few points regarding the expectations of this year of consecrated life 
for us Salesians. 
 
What in particular do I expect from this Year of Grace for consecrated life? 
 
1. The old saying will always be true: “Where there are religious, there is joy”. This 

particularly true of us: where there are Salesians there is joy. We are called to know and 
show that God is able to fill our hearts to the brim with happiness; that we need not seek 
our happiness elsewhere; that the authentic fraternity found in our communities 
increases our joy; and that our total self-giving in service to the Church, to the 
congregation, to families, to the young people, to the elderly and the poor, brings us life-
long personal fulfilment. 

 
“A gloomy disciple is a disciple of gloom”:  Like everyone else, we have our 
troubles, our dark nights of the soul, our disappointments and infirmities, our experience 
of slowing down as we grow older.  But in all these things we should be able to discover 
“perfect joy”.  For it is here that we learn to recognize the face of Christ, who became 
like us in all things, and to rejoice in the knowledge that we are being conformed to him 
who out of love of us, did not refuse the sufferings of the cross. 

 
In a society which exalts the cult of efficiency, fitness and success, one which ignores 
the poor and dismisses “losers”, we can witness by our lives to the truth of the words of 
Scripture: “When I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Cor 12:10). 

 
This will invite all of us to be cheerful as Don Bosco communicated to us his heritage of 
love. Don Bosco used to say that a cheerful boy is a holy boy. If this is true, then what 
about us who are religious? 

 
This is also another way to attract young people to religious life. I would like to quote 
what Benedict XVI told us “It is not by proselytizing that the Church grows, but by 
attraction” Thus our congregation will flourish and our province will flourish if there is joy 
in our communities. 

 
2.  I am counting on you “to wake up the world”, reminded Pope Francis since the 

distinctive sign of consecrated life is prophecy.  “Radical evangelical living is not only for 
religious: it is demanded of everyone.  But religious especially we Salesians follow the 
Lord in a special way, in a prophetic way.”  This is the priority that is needed right now: 
“to be prophets who witness to how Jesus lived on this earthD a Salesian must never 
abandon prophecy”  

 
Prophets receive from God:  

the ability to scrutinize the times in which we live and to interpret events;  
the leadership that is required to love the confreres; 
the charism to live our community life; 
the ability to share what we have with others; 

 
They are like sentinels who keep watch in the night and sense the coming of the dawn 

(cf. Is 21:11-12). 
They walk every day an extra mile to be with the young people. 
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They know God and they know the men and women who are their brothers and sisters.  
They are able to discern and denounce the evil of sin and injustice.  
They have no interest other than God.  
They tend to be on the side of the poor and the powerless, for they know that God 

himself is on their side.  
They have the ability to love young people 
They are ready to sacrifice the ego-centric life to an altruistic life. 
They live their life to the full. 

 
We are the prophets today, who are sent by God to climb the uphill journey with the 
young people and for the young people. 

 
So I trust that, rather than living in some utopia, we will find ways to create “alternate 
spaces”, where the Gospel approach of self-giving, fraternity, embracing differences, 
and love of our young people can thrive.  Our communities, schools, colleges, parishes 
and youth centres - all these are places for us to be prophets just as Don Bosco lived. 
He was able to bring young people into being.  They should increasingly be the leaven 
for a society inspired by the Gospel, a “city on a hill”, which testifies to the truth and the 
power of Jesus’ words. 

 
At times, like Elijah and Jonah we may feel the temptation to flee, to abandon the task of 
being a prophet because it is too demanding, wearisome or apparently fruitless.  But 
prophets know that they are never alone.  As he did with Jeremiah, so God encourages 
us: “Be not afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you” (Jer 1:8). 

 
3. We Salesians, like all other consecrated persons, have been called, to be “experts in 

communion”.  So I am hoping that the “spirituality of communion”, so emphasized by 
Saint John Paul II, will become a reality and that we will be in the forefront of responding 
to “the great challenge facing us” in this new millennium: “to make the Church the home 
and the school of communion.” I am sure that in this Year all of us will make every effort 
to make the ideal of fraternity pursued by our founder Don Bosco. Communion is lived 
first and foremost within the respective communities of our society.  To this end, I would 
ask everyone  to think about frequent comments about criticism, gossip, envy, jealousy, 
hostility as ways of acting which have no place in our houses.  This being the case, the 
path of charity open before us is almost infinite, since it entails mutual acceptance and 
concern, practicing a communion of goods both material and spiritual, fraternal 
correction and respect for those who are weak D it is the “mystique of living together” 
which makes our life “a sacred pilgrimage. 

 
4.  It is also a call to return to the roots of our founder and the congregation.  “Go into all the 

world”; these were the last words which Jesus spoke to his followers and which he 
continues to address to us (cf. Mk 16:15).  The whole world awaits us: men and women 
who have lost all hope, families in difficulty, abandoned children, young people without a 
future, the elderly, sick and abandoned, those who are rich in the world’s goods but 
impoverished within, men and women looking for a purpose in life, thirsting for the 
divineD 

 
Thus in schools and colleges we need to get nearer to  our young people I ask all of us 
to work concretely in welcoming young people in all our settings, drawing near to the 
poor,. In parishes find creative ways to catechize, to proclaim the Gospel and to teach 
others how to pray.   
 

5.  In this year of consecrated life we need to ask what is that God and people today are 
asking of us Salesians. We need to be a cradle of prayer, deepening communion, 
assisting our young people when they need our moral and material support. 

 
Conclusion 
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We Salesians should hear the cry of the young people and especially the cry of the poor. It is 
through this cry we will have the concerns of the world. Let this Year of Consecrated Life 
become an authentic kairos, a time rich in God’s grace, a time of transformation. 
 
 
COUNCILLOR FOR YOUTH 
 
Rev.Fr.Fabio Attard is visiting our province from March 8 to 11. He will be meeting the 
confreres at Itanagar, Dibrugarh, Dimapur and Imphal. Please make it possible for you to 
meet and listen to him in one of these places.  
 
 
LET US PRAY FOR: 
 

� Rev.Fr.George Mukala. He was admitted in Zion hospital at Dimapur for some 
medical attention. He is now shifted to Chumukedima hospital for a close follow up till 
a his wounds heal. A sugar patient, besides the superficial wounds, he has great 
difficulty in moving. Let us assist him with our prayers. 
 

� Rev.Fr.P.M.Joseph. He is our novice master. A sugar patient, he has serious 
problem with some wounds on his feet. He is under medical care in VG hospital in 
Dibrugarh. Let us earnestly pray for his speedy recovery and return to the novices. 
 

� Birthdays in this month:  
01 Fr Panmei Innocent Liangkamang 
01 Fr Rini Chakho James 
02 Fr Mulayinkal Thomas (MP) 
02 Fr Ashuli Lonuo Linus 
05 Cl Nayak Kuldeep Angel 
05 Fr Pudussery John (PA) 
07 Fr Kuruvachira Jose 
09 Fr Minj Sunny 
10 Fr Horo Kamil 
10 Cl Panmei Lungnidim George 
13 Fr Nellisseril Joseph 
15 Fr Dung Dung Manohar (Savio) 
16 Fr Xalxo Emmanuel 

19 Fr Kochuparambil Jerish Abraham  
20 Fr Peringalathu Joseph (PM) 
21 Fr Kerketta Shilanand (Peter) 
21 Fr Peedikayil Francis  
22 Cl Gonmei Namridinang Henry 
25 Fr Karottupuram Sebastian (KO) 
25 Fr Minj Jerome 
27 Fr Kottarathil Mathai (CD) 
29 Fr Madathiparambil Jose Thomas 
29 Cl Tete Blasius 
31 Br Kaliyaden Mathew 
31 Cl Tigga Stephan

 
 

THE DEPARTED:  
 

� Fr. PETER BIANCHI (8
th 

Mar)  and Fr. SCARIA NEDUMALA (15
th 

Mar) 
 

� Fr. JOSEPH NEENDICHERRY (N.A.) SDB of Chennai province who died on 22
nd

 Feb. He 
was 84. In his last years when he was confined to his room it became a chapel, an altar and a 
confessional with crowds flocking to his room for confessions, guidance and for attending his 
11 o’clock mass. 
 

� Fr. XAVIER RODRIGUEZ of Trichy province who died on 2
nd
 of March. He was 85. He is known to 

those of us who have had our very first Salesian experience at Don Bosco Vaduthala, Ernakulam, 
Kerala, from 1962 to 1965. He had an ardent zeal for pastoral ministry. 
 

� Mr. MANIKHO, younger brother of Fr. Lokho Athili Martin. He passed away after a fatal 
accident at Dimapur on 26

th
 February.  

 

 
EVENTS TO COME THIS MONTH: 
 

� 8 - 11  Visit of the Councillor for Youth Ministry, Fr. Fabio Attard  
8th 5.30 pm at Don Bosco College, Itanagar  
9th 5.30 pm at Don Bosco School, Dibrugarh 
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10th 5.30 pm at Salesian College, Dimapur  
11th 5.30 pm at Don Bosco Chingmeirong, Imphal 
  

� 12/13 Thu-Fri   Administrators' Meet. Administrators are to submit the Annual 
  Budget. The auditor will be present to help out with accounting matters.   

� 19 Thu ST.JOSEPH,  
� 19-31: Teachers' Animation by Fr.Maria Charles in Nagaland & Manipur  
� 29 Palm Sunday 

 
 
 
Yours affectionately in Don Bosco, 

 

 

 
Fr. Nestor Guria, SDB 
        (Provincial) 

 

 


