MISSIONARY ANIMATION PRAYER SERVICE

11 February- 2015
Theme: To Serve the Lord in Gladness
Procedure:
· Introduction

· Hymn 
· Penitential Rite

· Scripture Reading
· Reflection

· Missionary for imitation

· Intercessions

· Concluding Prayer

· Final Hymn 

Introduction

The joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus. With Jesus Christ joy is constantly born anew. – Pope Francis
Dear friends in Christ Jesus, we joyfully welcome you to this prayer service. As Christians with the missionary mandate we are called to radiate joy. According to St. Paul joy is a fruit of the Spirit. The source of joy must be found in prayer, charity and unceasing thanksgiving. 

As we commemorate the missionary day today, let us thank God for the gift of Joy he has given to each of us and joyfully participate in this prayer service praying that we may be bearers of the Gospel joy, sharing Him in Gladness. 

Hymn: 
Only one person in the whole of universe is capable of true, lasting and eternal happiness and it is not possible for any human person or material realities but Jesus alone. When He is with us what need to be sad and gloomy. And so let us invite Jesus into our hearts with this song: I have got Jesus in my heart (Pray Sing: 184 or any other suitable hymn)

Penitential Rite

Dear friends it is said that: Being sad is denying the presence of God. Most often we worry about our problems and put up a long face.  But there is a God who takes care of us and provides for us. He knows what is best for us. Let us now pause for a while and ask God’s pardon for those times when we were sad and gloomy on account of our worries and for not relying on God.
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 66: 10-14.
Reflection 

There is no holiness in sadness – Pope Francis.

Pope in his recent letter to the religious says, “Joy is a necessity and it is the foundation of human life. In their daily struggles, every man and woman tries to attain joy and abide in it with his whole being. Every Christian is called to be a bearer of the message of hope-giving serenity and joy, God’s consolation and tenderness towards to all.”
We who have the duty to proclaim the gospel must experience this joy first so that we will be able to bring this joy to others as well. Because mother Teresa once said, “the greatest miracle is not that we do the work but we are happy to do it.” There is a short anecdote told of two sparrows. They noticed human beings going about very sad, dull and out of spirit. And so one sparrow asked the other: Why are they so sad? The other replied: “may be they do not know that there is heavenly father caring for them too as he cares for us.”
We need to become messengers of the Lord of tenderness, Lord of consolation and Lord of happiness. When we totally give ourselves to the Lord, it brings us lifelong personal fulfillment and happiness. Let us now take a moment to ask ourselves: Am I really happy to follow the Lord and in serving the Lord in the poor and needy?
Missionary for Imitation
Let us now listen to the life of a missionary who radiated joy and happiness in serving the Lord. 
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EARLY LIFE
Julius Martin was the fourth child of Florentino and Isabella Gomez. He was born on 8 June 1971, at Pampligegia in Spain. He joined the Salesian School at Astudello at the age of fifteen. He entered the novitiate in 1935 at Villa Moglia, Italy and made his first religious profession on 31 January 1936. Immediately after his novitiate, Martin was sent to India. He studied philosophy at Tirupattur and did his practical training at Don Bosco, Vellore, and then at Matunga, Bombay. He studied his theology at Tirupattur and was ordained a priest in Bombay on 31 January 1946. 
MINISTRY
Fr. Martin’s first assignment was to be the assistant to Fr. Vendrame at Wandiwash. Later, he worked as parish priest and as assistant in many North Arcot Parishes, such as Arni, Pallikonda, Chetput, Tirupattur, Joalarpet, Polur and Tiruvannamalai. He worked also in Goa (Valpoi) and at Don Bosco Shrine, Ayanavaram (Madras) and in Sacred Heart Parish, Polur, where he worked for 16 years at different times.
A truly zealous priest, he went to every place of the mission with joy, and served the people sincerely. He had a soft corner for the poor of North Arcot, where he spent most of his priestly life. Once when he was asked to go to one of the city (Madras) parishes, he was not very happy, for his heart was with the poor of North Arcot. Later on, when he was told that he could go back to Polur, he took the motor cycle and drove straight to Polur! As he was returning home after mass, at a substation on 29 September 1986, a speeding bus knocked Fr. Martin off his motorbike, just at the gate of the house. He was rushed to CMC, Vellore, where he died on 2 October. He was buried in Don Bosco Cemetery, Tirupattur. 

CHARACTERISTICS
1. Priestly Zeal:
Archbishop Michael Augustine wrote: Fr. Martin was always a very pastoral-minded priest…he was ready to go around neighbouring parishes for holy Mass, confessions and to help the people spiritually.” Mgr. Nambikkairaj, V.G., added: “Fr. Martin was always available. One could approach him at any time. He was always ready to serve. He used to visit the villages regularly…he was always ready to hear confessions.”
2. Simple and Unassuming: 

Fr. Martin was noted for his childlike simplicity, people remember him as an open-minded person, very unassuming and cheerful. He was never after honour and glory. He was content with the things given to him and shared everything with the people.  A couple of days before his death, he gave away to the poor boy, the expensive cassock cloth which the Sisters had presented to him for his Golden Jubilee. Another remarkable quality of Fr. Martin was his love for others. He never spoke ill of others and he never kept a grudge against anyone in his life. Even when he had to face some bitter moments in life, he used to brush them aside with his jovial way of talking. 
3. Love for the Poor:

Wherever he worked, Fr. Martin was fondly remembered by the poor. In his dealings with them, he was invariably kind, and even when he had nothing to give them. He seldom had any money with him. When he did, it was sure to go to the poor. Once a poor beggar asked for help and since Fr. Martin had no money, he sold some coconuts and gave him the necessary help. On another occasion, a thief entered the presbytery of Chetput and moved with pity, the good missionary gave him a costly silver plate and send him away. Touched by the goodness of the priest, the thief in turn, returned the plate three days later!
4. Cheerful:

His generosity of heart and childlike simplicity kept Fr. Martin always cheerful. He was usually found in a cheerful mood, humming some Spanish tune. Seldom did a spiritual retreat conclude without a Spanish song faithfully rendered by Fr. Martin.
Intercessions

Response: Lord, graciously listen to our prayers.
1. God our loving Father, we pray for the pope, bishops, priests, religious and all those who govern the Church. Bless and guide them dear Lord in their role as pastors and shepherds of your people. May they give hope to the hopeless and be bearers of your joy to those who search for meaning in life.
2.  Lord, we bring to your presence, all those who were baptized and call themselves ‘Christians’. On the path of life they have been allured by many worldly attractions which take them away from experiencing your joy and happiness. Rekindle in them the flame of faith that they may return to you. 

3. Lord we pray for those who are discouraged in life. The struggles of life have made them give up their faith. Grant them a personal encounter with you, so that they may regain their faith and remain faithful to your word. 

4. Lord, we pray you to grant wisdom to all our political leaders that they may give up their selfishness and serve the people who have placed their faith in them. 
5. Lord, help us to accompany our young people, always walking by their side. May they find in each one of us a loving and compassionate friend, having the heart of the good shepherd. 
6. Lord, increase our faith, especially in the dark and difficult moments of our life. May we believe that you are present by our side, even when we are not able to see you. 

Our Father …
Concluding Prayer: 

God our Father, we give thanks to you, Lord of life, for the gift of Joy in the Spirit. May all our actions and intentions be directed towards creating a beautiful earth where everyone experiences the joy of your presence and the assurance of your protection. This we ask through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Final Hymn

O Don Bosco saint of Gladness (Pray Sing – 362) 
or, any other suitable hymn
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