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CIR/NG/28/2014                                                                                  9 October 2014 

 

My Dear Confreres, 

We are in the month of October, the month of our Blessed Mother. All parishes and 
institutions carry out various devotions, but the most popular of all devotions is the praying of 
the Holy Rosary. I can be certain that in the various centres in our province there will be 
public practice of this devotion to Our Lady.  
 
Holy Rosary and the Marian title “Help of Christians” are closely related. Don Bosco had a 
special devotion to our Heavenly Mother under this title ‘Mary Help of Christians’.  We 
Salesians continue this good commitment in the congregation to this day and I am sure we 
will continue to do so. It is good to take a glance at the connection between Rosary and the 
Devotion to Our Lady Help of Christians. 
 
Mary Always Helps 
 
Since the apostolic age, Christians have turned with great confidence and faith to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary for spiritual and temporal help. Knowing that the Mother of God is also 
our spiritual Mother, Christians have sought her maternal aid and intercession with the 
Divine Majesty. Mary Immaculate, being the marvellous Mother that she is, often comes to 
our help, her children, before we even come to implore her help. Sometimes before we are 
even aware of our particular need, she notices. Our Lady’s solicitude at the wedding feast at 
Cana manifests this maternal trait of anticipating the needs of her children. Recall that Mary 
noticed that the young couple had run out of wine at their marriage feast. No one had said a 
word about it to her, yet she mentions the plight of the couple with tact and delicacy to her 
Son. And Our Lord hears and answers her prayer. 
 
The Battle at Lepanto 
 
The tradition of the advocacies goes back to sixteenth century when the whole of 
Christendom was saved by Mary Help of Christians as Catholics throughout the world 
prayed the Rosary. The great battle of Lepanto occurred on 7 October 1571. For this reason 
this date has been chosen as the feast of the Holy Rosary. In 1573 Pope Pius V instituted 
the feast in thanksgiving for the decisive victory of Christianity over Islam. Pope St. Pius V in 
1571 inserted the title of Mary Help of Christians in the litany of Loreto in thanksgiving to Our 
Lady for the victory of the inferior Christian fleet over the Muslim Turks at the battle of 
Lepanto. 
 
Mary Protects Her Son’s Church 
 
Near the end of the 17th century, Emperor Leopold I of Austria took refuge in the Shrine of 
Mary Help of Christians at Pasau, when 200,000 Ottoman Turks besieged the capital city of 
Vienna, but great victory occurred thanks to Mary Help of Christians; on September 8th 
Feast of Our Lady’s Birthday, plans were drawn up for the battle. On September 12, Feast of 
the Holy Name of Mary, Vienna was finally freed through the intercession of Mary Help of 
Christians. All Europe had joined with the Emperor crying out “Mary” and praying the Rosary. 
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Centuries later, Pope Pius VII, held captive by Napoleon’s forces at Savona, organized a 
Rosary Novena among the faithful to Our Lady Help of Christians for his liberation. In 1815, 
Pius VII established the feast of Our Lady Help of Christians in gratitude for his release from 
captivity. 
 
In 1809, Napoleon’s men entered the Vatican, arrested Pius VII and brought him in Chain to 
Grenoble, and eventually Fontainebleau. His imprisonment lasted five years. The Holy 
Father vowed to God that, if he were restored to the Roman See, he would institute a special 
feast in honour of Mary. Military reversals forced Napoleon to release the Pope, and on May 
24th 1814, Pius VII returned in triumph to Rome. Twelve months later, the Pope decreed 
that the feast of Mary Help of Christians, be kept on the 24th May. 
 
Don Bosco, Help of Christians & Rosary 
 
Don Bosco (1815-1888) our father and founder was a dynamic priest in nineteenth century in 
Italy. His many prophetic dreams beginning at age nine guided his ministry and gave insight 
to future events. 
 
On May 14, 1862, Don Bosco dreamed about the battles the Church would face in the latter 
days. In his dream, the Pope of those latter days anchors the ‘Ship’ of the Church between 
two pillars one of which had a statue of Mary Help of Christians atop, and the other a large 
Eucharistic Host. 
 
Don Bosco wrote about his congregation, the Salesians: “The principal objective is to 
promote veneration of the Blessed Sacrament and devotion to Mary Help of Christians. This 
title seems to please the august Queen of Heaven very much.” 
 
Mary, Help of Christians blessed Don Bosco on her feast day, his last on this earth 1887. 
While Don Bosco was sitting in the sacristy there was presented to him a dying baby. He 
blessed the baby and told its mother to trust in the Help of Christians. The mother went 
away, but within five minutes she was back again in front of him, her face radiant with joy, 
and her baby was quite well again. Another boy was seen to make his way slowly and with 
great difficulty on to the sanctuary. He was walking so badly that even with the help of 
crutches he could hardly move about. A few seconds later, after Don Bosco’s blessing, he 
ran off with his crutches under his arm, they were of no further use to him. (Joseph 
Puthenkalam, Don Bosco and His Congregation, 392) 
 
One of the ways Don Bosco demonstrated his love for Mary was through the rosary 
devotion. He was willing to give up the most necessary assistance from his benefactors but 
not the daily recitation of the rosary. This attachment to the rosary he taught to his boys. 
  
We as a province have been praying daily to MHC for protection from all kinds of evils. I am 
convinced that Our Lady has been very kind towards us by protecting us from every danger. 
So let us intensify our devotion to her by reciting the Holy Rosary daily with utmost fervour 
and love. Let us encourage our inmates in parishes, schools, boardings and our Salesian 
communities. Above all let our personal life show our deep devotion to Our Lady Help of 
Christians.  
 
 
BICENTENARY YEAR PLENARY INDULGENCE 
 

APOSTOLIC PENITENTIARY 
Prot. N. 785/14/I 
 

MOST HOLY FATHER, 
 
Francis Maraccani, Procurator General of the Society of Saint Francis de Sales, at the behest of 
Ángel Fernández Artime, Rector Major, manifests cordially to Your Holiness sentiments of obedience 
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and filial reverence, and trustfully informs you that August 16, 2015 marks two centuries since at 
Murialdo, in the farmstead called "dei Becchi", near the village of Castelnuovo d'Asti, was born St. 
John Bosco to parents Francis Bosco and Margaret Occhiena, of peasant stock but of excellent 
conduct and distinguished piety. Shortly thereafter, he received holy baptism, the doorway to and the 
foundation of the Sacraments. He had a difficult childhood. Ordained a priest, he dedicated all his 
energies to the education of adolescents, founding the Salesian Society and, with the cooperation of 
St. Maria Domenica Mazzarello, also the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians, to 
instruct youth in the field of work and in the Christian life. 
 
To celebrate this happy event in a worthy manner, dedicating it with a Jubilee year to Saint John 
Bosco, father and teacher of the young, special sacred functions and various spiritual initiatives will be 
held from the 16th of August this year until the 16th of August, 2015 in order to promote a lively 
devotion to St. John Bosco among the faithful of the whole Catholic world so that, with his help, their 
conduct of life may become increasingly conformed to the divine Gospel. In order that the faithful 
Christians who take part in these celebrations may receive more abundantly the treasure of divine 
grace, the aforementioned petitioner implores the gift of a Jubilee indulgence. 
 
Therefore,  
 

On the 8th of August 2014 
 
THE APOSTOLIC PENITENTIARY, by special mandate of His Holiness Pope Francis, gladly grants 
the Jubilee Year with a plenary indulgence attached which, under the usual conditions (sacramental 
confession, Eucharistic communion, and prayer for the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff) can be 
gained by members of the Salesian Family and all the faithful Christians who are sorry for their sins 
and motivated by charity. They can also apply it in suffrage to the souls of the faithful departed in 
Purgatory, by taking part in a sacred function celebrated in honour of Saint John Bosco or at least 
spending some time in prayer before a relic or holy picture of the Saint, concluding with the Lord’s 
Prayer, the Creed, and prayers to the Our Lady and Saint John Bosco: 
 
I. On January 31, 2015, the Solemnity of St John Bosco, and August 16, 2015, the day of the 
Bicentenary; 
II. Every time they take part in a pilgrimage: 
 
a) to the church consecrated to God and dedicated to St John Bosco at Castelnuovo Don Bosco, on 
“Colle Don Bosco” (which is the birthplace of the Saint); 
 
b) to the church dedicated to Mary Help of Christians in Turin and elevated o the rank of Minor 
Basilica in 1911. St. John Bosco oversaw its construction; today it preserves his sacred remains and 
is, as it were, the spiritual centre of the entire Salesian Family.  
 
The Christian faithful who are prevented by age or illness may also gain the Plenary Indulgence so 
long as they are sorry for their sins and have the intention of fulfilling the usual three conditions as 
soon as possible. They should spend time prayerfully before a picture of St John Bosco, and join 
spiritually in celebrations or jubilee visits or, should they be held back by any impediment, recite the 
prayers mentioned above, offering their suffering or difficulties in life. 
 
Hence, to provide easy access to pastoral ministry in order to obtain divine mercy through the power 
of the Church, this Penitentiary urges Salesian priests, who have the necessary faculties for 
confessions, to offer themselves with a willing and generous spirit to celebrate the sacrament of 
Penance and often administer Holy Communion to the sick. 
 
The present disposition will be valid for the whole Jubilee year of St. John Bosco, notwithstanding 
anything to the contrary. 
 
Cristoforo NIKIEL       S. E. R. Mauro Card. PIACENZA 
Regent         Major Penitentiary 
 
BLESSED MICHAEL RUA 

Fr. J.B. Francesia speaks of Fr. Rua as of a man or deep prayer. Always first at his place in 

church for the community meditation, he would kneel motionless throughout, with his face 

resting on the palms of his hands, holding a white handkerchief. 
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On February 23, 1887 early in the morning, an earthquake struck that was felt throughout 

northwestern Italy, in Turin and beyond. Father Francesia goes on the relate Fr. Alexander 

Lucchelli’s eyewitness account of the earthquake. Fr. Lucchelli recalled the event when 

delivering the funeral oration at Fr. Rua’s month mind Requiem Mass celebrated at Savona 

on May 1910. He described the scene: 

“On the morning of February 23, 1887 we, the Salesians of the Oratory, were gathered for 

our meditation in the chancel of the church of Mary Help of Christians. All of a sudden, we 

felt the ground reeling violently under our feet, accompanied by the frightening din of a 

thousand objects violently shaking and clashing. It was as though a gigantic monster was 

trying to crush the church with its steel claws. ‘Earthquake! Earthquake!’ was the cry. All of 

us, thoroughly terrified, dashed out to the safety of the courtyard and kept our eyes on the 

cupola of the church, expecting it to collapse at any moment. But when the shocks ceased 

the church seemed to have suffered no damage. So we went back to the chancel only to find 

(lo and behold!) that Fr. Rua had not moved from his usual place and prayerful posture.  

BLESSED ALEXANDRINA DA COSTA 

On September 6, 1934 Alexandrina experienced an extraordinary ecstasy, in which the 
compassionate voice of Christ seemed to invite her to draw closer to his Sacred Heart and 
share in the intense fire of his redeeming pain: 

Give me your hands, because I want to nail them with Mine. 
Give me your feet, because I want to nail them to my feet. 
Give me your head, because I want to crown it with thorns as they did to me. 
Give me your heart, because I want to pierce it with a lance as they pierced mine. 
Consecrate your body to me; offer yourself wholly to me... 
Help me in the redemption of mankind. 

And Alexandrina generously consented to the request of Jesus. 
 
LET US PRAY FOR 

9 Cl Pamei Gaimunsinnang Victor Michael

10 Fr Manianchira Sebastian

11 Fr Kerketta Jonas

12 Fr Hingba P. Michael

13 Cl George Johns

13 Cl Kerketta Gregory

14 Fr Kaippallimyalil Joseph (Jose Chacko)

15 Cl Kerketta Mashi

18 Fr Chempalayil Paulinus

21 Cl Ettitharayil Rahul Joseph

21 Fr Ganlari Theophilus

22 Cl Korwa Habil

23 Cl Athikho Kholi George

23 Br Poonamkavil Biju Joseph

28 Fr Chittilappilly Varghese (CT)

29 Cl Jangsingam Gonmei Vincent

30 Fr Linda Sanjeev

1 Cl Angou Francis

1 Fr Mukala George

5 Bp Aind Joseph

8 Fr Selvaraj Stanislaus

9 Fr Karthikapallil Thomas

10 Fr Bara Dilip Pancratius

BIRTHDAYS in November

BIRTHDAYS in October
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Programme for October 2014 

01 Wed Dimapur 

02 Thu Dimapur 

03 Fri Dimapur 

04 Sat Dimapur 

05 Sun Dimapur 

06 Mon Dimapur 

07 Tue Dimapur 

08 Wed Dimapur 

09 Thu Meeting of leaders of communities 9.00 am  

10 Fri Meeting of leaders of communities; 5.30 pm provincial community day 

11 Sat Jubilee of confreres at Salesian College: 9.30 am 

12 Sun Dimapur 

13 Mon Punanamai Team Visit 

14 Tue Punanamai Team Visit 

15 Wed Dimapur 

16 Thu Sechii Zubza: Blessing of the New School building at Peducha 10 am > Tinsukia 

17 Fri Tinsukia: Mass for MSMHC PC > Sadiya 

18 Sat Sadiya: School Jubilee: 10 am > Dimapur: PT Brothers’ meeting & Recollection 

19 Sun Dimapur: Retreat begins at 6.00 pm 

20 Mon Retreat 

21 Tue Retreat 

22 Wed Retreat 

23 Thu Retreat 

24 Fri Retreat. 

25 Sat Retreat end at 7.30 am; Council Meeting 9 am 

26 Sun Rangajan: School Chapel Blessing  

27 Mon Dibrugarh Team Visit 

28 Tue Dibrugarh Team Visit 

29 Wed Wakro 

30 Thu Bordumsa, Rajanagar 

31 Fri Dibrugarh 

 

Yours affectionately in Don Bosco, 

 

 

 
 
Fr. Nestor Guria, SDB 
        (Provincial) 

 

 

 


